Adjectives

1.
An adjective, in English grammar, is a word that describes, modifies, or qualifies a noun or a pronoun. An adjective gives more information about a noun or pronoun. Adjectives are used to clarify nouns or pronouns. Adjectives can be one word or a group of words. Adjectives describe nouns or pronouns in terms of such qualities as size, color, number, and kind.   


Examples from the Bible: 

“working with his hands” – Hands is the noun, and his is the adjective that describes the      noun.

“for three transgressions”- Transgressions is the noun, and three is the adjective that describes the noun.

“thy servant” – Thy is the adjective that modifies the noun servant.

“with the whole heart” – The and whole are the adjectives that modify the word heart. 

“the second angel sounded” – The and second are the adjective that modify the noun angel.

“a fig tree” – Fig is the adjective that describes the noun tree.

“God created great whales” – Great is the adjective that modifies the noun whales.

2.
Unlike adverbs, which often pop up almost anywhere in a sentence, adjectives nearly always appear immediately before the noun or noun phrase that they modify.

3.
Adjectives usually answer one of a few different questions: "What kind?" or "Which?" or "How many?"

4.
The articles — a, an, and the — are adjectives. The article is a kind of adjective that limits a noun; the is a definite article, and a and an are indefinite articles.

5.
There are 2 types of descriptive adjectives:


Proper Adjectives - are those that have been derived from proper nouns, and thus the name proper adjectives (ex. Mexican taco). The italicized word was derived from a proper noun, and it is used to describe the thing mentioned.



Common adjectives -don't use words derived from proper nouns (ex. old, sweet, heavy, fat)

6.
Adjectives are not a requirement of a sentence.

7.
The degrees of comparison are known as the positive, the comparative, and the superlative. The comparative is used for comparing two things, and the superlative is used  for comparing three or more things. 

     THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF ADJECTIVES

      Adjectives are describing words. However, there are many other words that are classified as adjectives, some of which do not fall easily under this description.

PERSONAL TITLES

Personal titles such Mr, Mrs, Auntie, Uncle, Dr., and Lord are classified as adjectives when they are attached to a name.
[image: image1.wmf]The day after tomorrow, you can visit Auntie Pauline and Uncle Joe.
[image: image2.wmf]The lecture on Friday will be presented by Dr. In-gals and Professor Munro.

POSSESSIVE ADJECTIVES

Possessive adjectives are used to show possession. They are my, your, his, her, its, our, and their.


DEMONSTRATIVE ADJECTIVES

Demonstrative adjectives are used to demonstrate or indicate specific things. This, that, these, and those are all demonstrative adjectives.
[image: image3.wmf]If I hear that parrot again, I will call the RSPCA.
("That" is a demonstrative adjective. It refers to a specific parrot.) 
[image: image4.wmf]Medals will only be given to those runners who complete the marathon in less than 8 hours. 
("Those" is a demonstrative adjective. It refers to specific people.) 

INDEFINITE ADJECTIVES

Unlike demonstrative adjectives, which indicate specific items, indefinite adjectives do not point out specific things. They are formed from indefinite pronouns. The most common indefinite adjectives are "no", "any", "many", "few" and "several".
[image: image5.wmf]The chief has heard many people make the same promise.
(The indefinite adjective "many" modifies the noun "people") 
[image: image6.wmf]According to a council spokesman, there are no wallabies left in Derby shire. However, over the past few months, many walkers have reported seeing several adults with young.
(The indefinite adjectives are "no", "few", "many" and "several".)

NUMBERS

Numbers are classified as adjectives too.
[image: image7.wmf]Four dolphins stayed with the boat until dawn.
(The adjective "four" modifies the noun "dolphins") 
[image: image8.wmf]All we could muster was nine cans of beans.
(The adjective "nine" modifies the noun "cans")

QUESTIONS

1.
Usually adjectives come ________________ the word they are describing.

2.
Underline ALL the adjectives in the following phrases that are found in the book of Nehemiah: 


“...on his right hand; on his left hand…”


“…fetch olive branches, and pine branches, and myrtle branches, and palm branches, and branches of thick trees……”


“…..on the eighth day was a solemn assembly….”


“…thou art a gracious and merciful God.”


“…the great, the mighty, and the terrible God…” Nehemiah 8:18


“Neither have our kings, our princes, our priests, nor our fathers, kept thy law, nor hearkened unto thy commandments and thy testimonies, wherewith thou didst testify against them.”

3.
List the articles as well as identify them.

4.
Adjectives _________________, ______________________, or ___________________ nouns and pronouns. 

5.
List the three degrees of comparison of adjectives.

a.
_________________________________________________

b.
_________________________________________________ 

c.
_________________________________________________

6.
List the 2 types of descriptive adjectives.

a.
_____________________________________________

b.
_____________________________________________

