                                                                   PRONOUNS

1. Pronouns are usually short words. They are used in place of nouns.

Examples:

[image: image1.wmf]Clutching the coin, Maria ran to the shops. She went straight to the counter
and bought the sweets. 
("She" is a pronoun. In this example, it replaces the noun "Maria". Pronouns
are used for brevity. Imagine how wearisome a long prose would be if the writer used the full noun (in this case "Maria") every time.)

[image: image2.wmf]The 8-mile walk passes through pasture, parkland and woodland. It takes you alongside many points of interest including a disused airfield. 
("It" is a pronoun. In this example, it replaces "the 8-mile walk".)

[image: image3.wmf]Tell Peter that he can use the Ferrari tomorrow. 
("He" is a pronoun. It replaces "Peter".)

2. "I", "you", "he", "she", "it", "we", "they" and "who" are all pronouns. As these pronouns often replace nouns representing people, they are called the "personal pronouns".


PERSONAL PRONOUNS CHANGE! 

Personal pronouns change depending on the role they place in the sentence. In general, this does not cause difficulties for native English speakers. The changes are:


"You" and "it" never change. The versions shown first above (like "he") are said to be in the subjective case; whereas, the second versions (like "him") are said to be in the objective case. 

WHO & WHOM 

"Who" is the personal pronoun which causes the most confusion. In short, use "who" when it is the subject of a verb, else use "whom".
[image: image4.wmf]Who saw whom first? [image: image5.wmf]
(The first "who" is the subject of the verb "to see". The "whom" is not the subject of a verb.)



1.  There are many different kinds of pronouns. In general, these do not cause difficulties for native English speakers. The list below is mainly for reference purposes.

Demonstrative Pronouns

These pronouns are used to demonstrate (or indicate). "This", "that", "these" and "those" are all demonstrative pronouns.

[image: image6.wmf]This is the one I left in the car.
(In this example, the speaker could be indicating to a mobile phone; in which 
case, the pronoun "this" replaces the words "mobile phone".) 

[image: image7.wmf]Shall I take those?

Indefinite Pronouns 

Unlike demonstrative pronouns, which point out specific items, indefinite pronouns are used for non-specific things. This is the largest group of pronouns. "All", "some", "any", "several", "anyone", "nobody", "each", "both", "few", "either", "none", "one" and "no one" are the most common.

[image: image8.wmf]Somebody must have seen the driver leave.
(somebody - not a specific person)

Interrogative Pronouns 

These pronouns are used in questions. Although they are classified as pronouns, it is not easy to see how they replace nouns. "Who", "which", "what", "where" and "how" are all interrogative pronouns.

[image: image9.wmf]Who told you to do that?

Possessive Pronouns 

Possessive pronouns are used to show possession. As they are used as adjectives, they are also known as "possessive adjectives". "My", "your", "his", "her", "its", "our" and "their" are all possessive pronouns.

[image: image10.wmf]Have you seen her book?
(In this example, the pronoun "her" replaces a word like "Sarah's".)

Relative Pronouns 

Relative pronouns are used to add more information to a sentence. "Which", "that", "who" (including "whom" and "whose") and "where" are all relative pronouns.

[image: image11.wmf]Dr Adam Sissons, who lectured at Cambridge for more than 12 years, should
have known the difference.
(In this example, the relative pronoun "who" introduces the clause "who studied
at Cambridge for 12 years" and refers back to "Dr Adams Sissons".) 

[image: image12.wmf]The man who first saw the comet reported it as a UFO. 
(In this example, the relative pronoun "who" introduces the clause "who first 
saw the comet" and refers back to "the man".) 

Absolute Possessive Pronouns 

These pronouns also show possession. Unlike possessive pronouns (see above), which are adjectives to nouns, these pronouns sit by themselves. "Mine", "yours", "his", "hers", "ours" and "theirs" are all absolute possessive pronouns.
[image: image13.wmf]The tickets are as good as ours.

[image: image14.wmf]Shall we take yours or theirs?

Reciprocal Pronouns 

Reciprocal pronouns are used for actions or feelings that are reciprocated. The two most common reciprocal pronouns are "each other" and "one another".

[image: image15.wmf]They like one another.

[image: image16.wmf]They talk to each other like they're babies.

Reflexive Pronouns 

A reflexive pronoun ends "...self" or "...selves" and refers to another noun or pronoun in the sentence. The reflexive pronouns are: myself, yourself, herself, himself, itself, ourselves, yourselves and themselves.

[image: image17.wmf]John bakes all the bread himself.
(In this example, the reflexive pronoun "himself" refers back to the noun "John".) 

______________________________________________________________________________

QUESTIONS ON PRONOUNS

1.
A pronoun is a word which can be used in place of a ______________. 

2.
List and identify the nouns and pronouns from John 14:1.  

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.


a.
__________________


________


b.
__________________


________


c.
__________________


________


d. 
__________________


________


e.
__________________


________

3.
Pronouns which are used to ask a question are called _____________ pronouns.

List three of them: _________________, ____________________, and _____________.

4.
Certain pronouns called _____________pronouns show ownership.

5.
Some, all, both, and each are examples of _________ pronouns. 

6. 
The biggest problem with pronouns involves agreement.  A pronoun needs to agree with its __________ (the word it refers to in the sentence) in ________ (first, second or third), _____________ (male, female, or neuter), and ___________ (singular or plural). 

7.
English pronouns are either _________ or _________. 

